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We have all enjoyed the unseasonably warm Fall but as
the days grow shorter and the air gets colder we are
forced to face the reality that winter will eventually be
arriving in New England. Our regional activities will be
moving inside where we can focus on learning more
about the animals we have so much fun riding! Our
winter unmounted series is a very important part of our
pony club education and will begin on December 3rd
with a clinic on trailer safety at the Groton Fairgrounds.

Happy Thanksgiving!

We thought it would be fun and interesting for our members to have an in-depth
look at other clubs in our region. So for the next year every month we are going to
feature one of the clubs/centers in CNE.

November Spotlight:

Norfolk Hunt Pony Club
Norfolk Hunt Pony Club has been around for over 50 years. Most of our 25 members, including
our DC and her daughter, live in Sherborn, Massachusetts with a couple more in Wellesley,
Medfield, Hopkinton, Shrewsbury, Millis, Framingham, Walpole, Medway and Brookline. Four
of our members keep their horses at home while the rest board at a variety of barns in the area.
Most of our members are in regular lesson programs with instructors where they board so we
don’t have weekly meetings.
All our parents are Pony Club sponsors and we hold a sponsors’ meeting every month except
August and December. We enjoy connecting with everyone on a regular basis and the meetings
help us keep parents in the loop about upcoming meetings, events and certifications.
Our members meet for mounted meetings one or two times per month March through
November, weather permitting. We end up doing a bit less in the summer since many of our
members are busy out competing and attending camps. We try to start the year with a rider
evaluation meeting where an NE comes to teach groups of members and gives them feedback
regarding where they are in relationship to their certification goals
for the year. Some NE’s provide notes for the kids to take back to
their instructors so they can spend the next few months preparing
to certify if that is their goal.

We currently have 4 members who have achieved their C3 and 3 members who accomplished
their HB. About 1/3 of our other members are C’s and the rest are D’s. Our club is well balanced
between certification levels, ages and we even have 3 boys (all from one family but we love
having them)!
Most of our members event though some are more pleasure riders and one is a jumper so most
of our remaining meetings are a mix of dressage, jumping, cross country schooling, and lower
level lessons taught by our upper level members.
We host a one week camp at Apple Knoll Farm every August. Groups from unrated through
upper level C’s enjoy daily lessons, crafts, field trips to places like SmartPak and the Hunt Club
as well as visits from professionals such as veterinarians and farriers.  We invite non-members
to join in the camp and usually have about 16 riders.
Our club provides a concession stand for the Apple Knoll jumper shows every Wednesday night
in the summer. The money we raise helps offset the costs of our mounted meetings.
In the winter we plan a series of unmounted meetings. We usually have between 4 and 6
meetings from January through March. Our C’s and even our D3’s get an opportunity to teach
their peers on a topic of their choice. We supplement these discussions with visits from
professionals. Last year we had a wonderful presentation on nutrition and in the past we have
had presentations about equine massage.
We finish off the year with a holiday party where we watch a ten minute slide show recapping
the year followed by a horse themed Yankee swap.  Norfolk Hunt Pony Club is very fortunate to
have a wonderful group of members and parents.

Below are upcoming events in CNE to mark on your calendar:
November 11th @ 12-2pm

     Youth Council Meeting @ 66 Merrimac Rd, Haverhill MA

November 19th @ 3pm               CNE Annual Meeting @ Nashoba Valley Ski Area
December 3rd @ 1:30pm

      December Unmounted Meeting: Trailer Safety

Youth Council Meeting ●
●
●

●

●

Saturday, November 11th 12-2pm
We will be discussing fundraising opportunities as well as a dates and instructors we could
bring in for a mounted clinic for participating board members.
We are looking for new members! We welcome all levels and ages so to ensure a strong
upbringing of future youth council members. This will be fun, but work will have to be
accomplished and moderate dedication is required. To qualify you must be a member in
good-standing of Pony Club, be participating as a member in the Central New England
Region, be dedicated to the board and meetings and have good communication skills
Youth Council was created as a gateway to become a member of the Board of Directors,
nationally or regionally. It is a council that allows members to communicate ideas, concerns
and conduct projects around the region. Our focus is to host fundraisers, do community
service, plan mounted and unmounted clinics and much more. This will allow us to better
our region, as well as help members build life skills and resumes.
Contact Megan Gibson: Gibsonme313@gmail.com or 978-382-8848 for more info!

CNE Annual Business Meeting ●
●
●

Sunday November 19th @ 3 PM
Held at Nashoba Valley Ski Area Tubing Park Cafe located at 179 Great Road Littleton, MA
01480
1 representative from each club is expected and all parents of CNE members are welcome

Trailer Safety Clinic ●
●
●

Sunday December 3rd @ 1:30 PM
Held at the Groton Fairgrounds
Join us to learn important safety tips for trailering with Lelo Reeves-Curtis. This meeting is
great for both parents and members!

Please forward the list of 2018 Officers for your club to Amanda as elections are held and
send any club news or upcoming events to Andrea (atnelson6@comcast.net) by the end of
each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter. We would love to get some
pictures of members participating in ‘No-stirrup November’ for our FB page. You can send
those to our FB admin Karen Herrick (Karen.herrick@verizon.net) so she can post them.
Visit our Website for More!

On a fun note: I am going to be hosting a holiday wreath-making party for any horse
friends who are interested in coming on Friday, December 1st @ 6:30pm. We will be
assembling these horse wreaths together from a kit. If you are interested please email
(atnelson6@comcast.net) or text me (508-509-2873) and let me know by November 20th so
that I can order the proper amount of kits. It will be a fun night where we can enjoy
appetizers, wine and good company while we assemble them. I can accommodate up to
about 12 people who wish to make a wreath and any other friends who wish to come along
or stop by are welcome. The kits are $75 each and my address is:
Andrea Nelson
72 Main Street
Westford, MA
Included in the kit:
- Wire Frame cut in the shape of the horse head pictured measures 24" wide by 31" high though
when hung on an angle by included wire hanger the dimensions are slightly different.
- Ribbon, webbing and brass halter with velcro attachments without brass halter plate. Brass halter
plates are available through SmartPak.com and Doversaddlery.com.
- Decorations including seed pod eye, pine cone nose, and crown decorations.
-Greens
You will need to supply:
- wire cutters
- gloves
- brass halter plate if desired

